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PENTRE  MAWR, 

ABERGELE. 

12-8-53. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Health  Committee, 

Abergele  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Milwater  and  Gentlemen, 

I present  herewith  my  report  on  the  health  of  the  residents  in. 
your  area  during  1952. 

The  vital  statistics  as  recorded  do  not  deviate  much  from  year 
to  year.  Abergele,  although  an  Urban  District,  is  largely  rural 
(there  is  less  than  one  person  per  acre  and  the  rateable  value  is 
about  £6  per  person).  Moreover,  it  is  rightly  claimed  to  be  a 
health  resort.  For  these  reasons,  its  statistics  should  be  better  than 
most  urban  areas — they  are.  But  while  we  have  some  of  the 
advantages  of  being  rural,  we  also  have  some  disadvantages.  The 
drainage  question  is  worrying  and  far  from  solution,  for  it  involves 
the  hinterland  as  well  as  the  coastal  strip.  However,  we  do  think 
that  the  Kinmel  Bay-Towyn  area  will  have  a sewer  within  the 
foreseeable  future. 

The  problem  of  camping  has  been  stressed  in  previous  years, 
and  apart  from  saying  that  I find  improvement  in  the  camp 
management,  and  that  I appreciate  the  efforts  made  by  the  camp 
owners  to  work  with  us,  I do  not  intend  to  elaborate  on  that  topic. 
I know  that  they  have  difficulties  and  that  they  are  under  constant 
temptation  by  would-be  campers  to  permit  overcrowding  ; but 
overcrowding  always  creates  slum-dom,  and  overcrowded  camps 
become  particularly  disgusting  slums.  Camp  populations  must  be 
reduced. 

With  easing  of  building  restrictions,  we  have  begun  to  turn  our 
eyes  towards  sub-standard  houses.  I hope  that  in  1953  we  will 
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begin  to  work  on  these.  We  cannot  afford  to  lose  houses  ; we  just 
cannot  replace  them.  Our  hopes  of  an  early  easing  of  the  housing 
needs  by  the  erection  of  Council  houses  on  the  Sydenham  Avenue 
site  suffered  a serious  set-back  when  we  learned  that  a delay  of  two 
years  is  now  inevitable  on  account  of  the  sewage  disposal  facilities  at 
Pensarn  being  inadequate.  Additional  houses  are  needed  for  increas- 
ing needs.  Therefore,  the  old  houses  must  be  brought  up  to  standard 
— if  not  to  the  standard  of  the  Building  Bye-laws,  at  least  to  a 
standard  where  families  may  live  in  health  and  happiness.  The  Rent 
Restriction  Act  is  at  present  our  greatest  handicap — owners  should 
not  be  asked  to  spend  more  on  repairs  each  year  than  the  rents 
bring  in.  But  the  owner- tenant  problem  is  difficult.  Many  owners 
are  unworthy  of  sympathy — as  are  many  tenants.  So  we  must 
tread  warily. 

Once  more  it  is  my  duty  to  report  that  the  Health  Department 
has  worked  as  a team  and  that  its  members  pull  together  in  the 
pleasantest  manner.  For  this  state,  I would  especially  thank  and 
commend  your  Mr.  Frank  Evans.  On  him  falls  most  of  the  trying 
work,  so  to  him  must  go  most  of  the  congratulations  for  successes — 
and  this  report  does  show  success  even  although  it  tends  to  look 
forward  rather  than  back. 

To  you,  too,  Mr.  Chairman,  I would  express  thanks.  The 
encouraging  and  stimulating  talks  we  have  behind  the  scenes  are 
most  helpful  and  are  appreciated. 

I remain. 


Yours  sincerely, 

Wm.  McKENDRICK, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  District — acres 7065 

Registrar  General’s  Estimated  Population  (mid  1952)  ...  7186 

No.  of  inhabited  houses 228U 

Rateable  Value £46,994 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate £185/4/1 

Live  Births  : 

Male  Female  Total 

Total 58  58  116 

Legitimate  55  54  109 

Illegitimate  3 4 7 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 15.3 

Comparability  factor  for  births  1.02 

Corrected  Birth  Rate 15.5 

Still  Births  ; 

Male  Female  Total 

Total  4 1 5 

Legitimate  3 1 4 

Illegitimate  1 0 1 

Still-birth  rate  per  1,000  population 0.69 

Infant  Mortality 2 — 2 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  births 17.0 

Deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks  1 

Male  Female  Total 

Deaiths 50  49  90 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 13.7 

Comparability  Factor  for  deaths 0.82 

Corrected  death  rate  11.2 

Deaths  from — 

(1)  Pregnancy 0 

(2)  Cancer 13 

(3)  Coronary  Thrombosis 19 

(4)  Circulatory  diseases,  etc 65 


The  following  list  contrasts  the  vital  statistics  for  Abergele  in 
the  past  four  years  and  also  those  for  England  and  Wales  in  1952: — 
England  and Abergele 


Wales  195-2 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

Population — 

7395 

7575 

7327 

7186 

Births  — 

137 

134 

114 

116 

Live  Birth  Rate 
(corrected)  15.3 

18.5 

17.6 

15.7 

15.5 

Still-Births — 

5 

3 

2 

5 

Still-Birth  Rate  0.35 

0.8 

0.4 

0.27 

0.69 

Infant  Deaths — 

2 

5 

3 

2 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  27.6 

14.6 

37.3 

26.2 

17.0 

Deaths — 

90 

121 

118 

99 

Death  Rate  (corrected)  11.3 

12.1 

15.9 

12.7 

11.2 

Maternal  Mortality 

Rate 0.72 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

These  figures  show  that  the  Registrar  General  estimates  a fall 
in  the  population.  I do  not  profess  to  understand  this  ; a drop 
of  400  in  two  years  takes  some  explaining.  The  1951  census  figures 
should  soon  be  available  and  explanations  will  be  possible.  It  will 
be  noted  too  that  the  comparability  figure  for  deaths  is  0.82.  This 
indicates  that  we  must  have  a relatively  aged  population. 

The  birth  rate  and  death  rate  are  almost  exactly  equal  to  the 
corresponding  national  rates  when  corrected  for  age  of  population, 
etc.  I am  glad  to  record  an  exceptionally  low  infant  mortality  rate 
— 17.0  compared  with  27.6  for  the  country.  Unfortunately  this 
pleasure  is  somewhat  offset  by  the  very  high  still-birth  rate.  5 babies 
failed  to  survive  the  process  of  birth — this  is  abnormally  high. 

The  two  infant  deaths  affected  children  who  had  congenital 
abnormalities. 

The  following  table  shows  the  causes  of  death  : — 


Male  Female  Total 

Tuberculosis  of  lungs  1 1 2 

Cancer- 

Stomach  1 1 2 

Lung 1 0 1 

Uterus  0 1 1 

Other 4 5 9 

Total  6 7 13 

Diabetes 1 0 1 

Vascular  diseases  of  nervous  system 8 16  24 
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Male 

Female 

Total 

Coronary  diseases  

17 

2 

19 

Other  heart  diseases 

4 

5 

9 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

5 

8 

13 

Pneumonia 

1 

2 

3 

Other  respiratory 

1 

1 

2 

Ulcer  of  stomach 

0 

1 

1 

Prostatic  disease 

1 

0 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

3 

6 

9 

Accidents 

2 

0 

2 

Total 

50 

49 

99 

As  will  be  seen  the  main  cause  of  death  is  disease  of  the  heart 
and  circulatory  system.  These  caused  65  deaths  compared  with 
56  in  1951.  Coronary  disease  caused  19  deaths  (17  male)  as  com- 
pared with  14  in  1951.  Cancer  was  less  prevalent,  13  deaths  as 
against  27  last  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  ages  at  which  death  occurred. 
It  will  be  noted  that  this  accounts  for  104  deaths — 5 more  than  the 
Registrar  General  attributes  to  us.  The  discrepancy  is  due  to 
inadequate  information  as  to  the  addresses  of  some  persons  so  that 
allocation  from  our  local  list  to  other  areas  is  not  reliable.  The 
Registrar’s  number  is  the  official  one  for  statistical  purposes. 


Ages  at  which 
death  occurred 

Male 

Female 

Total 

0—  1 

2 

1 

3 

1—  4 

— 

— 

0 

5—  9 

— 



0 

10—14 

— 

— 

0 

15—19 

— 

1 

1 

20—24 

— 



0 

25—34 

2 

— 

2 

35—44 

4 

— 

4 

45—54 

4 

2 

6 

55—64 

11 

7 

18 

65  and  over 

30 

40 

70 

53 

51 

104 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
IN  THE  AREA 


1.  Laboratory  Provisions  ; 

(a)  Bacteriological  : 

Samples  of  milk,  ice-cream,  water  and  other  foods  capable  of 
causing  food-poisoning,  are  examined  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Conway.  Samples  of  these  are  sent  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  or  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  details  will  be  given 
later  in  this  Report. 

Throat  swabs,  faeces,  urine,  blood,  etc.,  are  also  examined. 
These  may  be  sent  by  any  Doctor  at  any  time.  Examination  is 
promptly  made  and  reports  quickly  obtained. 


(b)  Pathological  : 

There  are  now  Pathological  laboratories  at  Rhyl  and  Colwyn 
Bay  Hospitals  where  any  material  likely  to  help  doctors  in  the 
diagnosis  of  diseases  or  the  assessing  of  the  value  of  treatment  is 
examined.  This  service  is  now  being  fully  used  by  Abergele 
doctors. 


(c)  Water  ; 

Water  is  tested  for  bacteriological  content  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Conway.  As  will  be  seen  later  in  this  report,  30 
samples  were  sent.  These  tests,  made  at  frequent  intervals,  would 
give  information  of  recent  pollution — in  fact,  there  was  none.  They 
only  tell  of  the  state  of  the  water  at  the  time  of  the  test  and  may 
show  contamination  at  the  collecting  area  or  in  the  delivery  pipes. 
Chemical  tests  on  the  other  hand  give  information  as  to  the  collect- 
ing area. 

(d)  Milk  and  Other  Foods  : 

Food  is  tested  for  contamination  (i.e.,  addition  of  injurious 
germs)  and  for  adulteration  (i.e.,  addition  or  subtraction  of  ingred- 
ients to  the  detriment  of  the  purchaser). 

Mr.  T.  H..  Evans,  the  Chief  Inspector  to  the  County  Council,  is 
responsible  for  the  prevention  of  adulteration.  He  has  given  me 
the  following  information  : — 
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Particulars  of  samples  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  in 
Abergele  Urban  District,  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1952 

Not  Genuine  or 

Article  No.  taken  Genuine  Sub-Standard 


Milk 

Butter 

Jam  

Sausage  

Baking  Powder 

Ice  Cream 

Iodine 


27 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

3 


25 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 


2 


3 


Totals 


37  32 
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Two  of  the  samples  of  milk  were  certified  by  the  Public  Analyst 
to  be  deficient  in  solids-not-fat,  but  there  was  no  added  water 
present  and  the  deficiency  in  each  case  was  too  slight  to  justify 
any  further  action. 


The  three  samples  of  tincture  of  iodine  shown  in  the  Table  as 
being  “ not  genuine  ” comprised  two  informal  and  one  formal 
sample  taken  from  the  same  chemist’s  shop.  They  were  found 
not  genuine  by  reason  of  a slight  deficiency  in  iodine,  and  on  being 
interviewed  the  chemist  immediately  withdrew  from  sale  the  win- 
chester of  tincture  of  iodine  from  which  the  sample  had  been  taken. 


All  other  samples  were  certified  by  the  Public  Analyst  to  be 
genuine  and  free  from  all  prohibited  preservatives  and  colouring 
matter. 


17  Vicarage  Hill, 
Wrexham. 
26th  May,  1953. 


(Signed)  THOS.  H.  EVANS, 
Chief  Inspector,  County  of  Denbigh. 


Foods  tested  for  contamination  are  sent  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  at  Conway.  Samples  were  taken  by  the  Sanitary 


Inspector. 

Milk  47 

Ice  Cream  58 


There  was  no  need  to  take  samples  of  other  foods.  No  suspected 
cases  of  food  poisoning  were  reported  during  the  year.  It  will  be 
noted  that  a very  considerable  number  of  samples  of  ice  cream 
was  tested.  This  food  is  steadily  being  brought  under  more  con- 
trol, but  it  needs  constant  supervision.  Wholesale  firms  who  issue 
refrigerators  to  shopkeepers  are  a menace  to  the  community.  No 
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doubt  profits  arc  tempting.  The  idea  that  as  all  articles  are  pre- 
wrapped or  are  in  cartons  makes  them  fool-proof,  must  be  com- 
bated. Cleanliness  is  desirable  even  in  the  handling  of  pre- 
wrapped foods. 

Ambulance  Facilities  : 

The  immediate  control  of  transport  to  and  from  hospitals,  etc., 
has  now  been  delegated  to  me — at  my  Colwyn  Bay  office.  The 
County  Council  is  responsible  for  the  service.  The  ambulances  act 
as  one  group.  Apart  from  the  ambulance  stationed  at  Bron-y- 
Nant  Isolation  Hospital  for  the  transport  of  infectious  cases,  there 
are  6 others  serving  the  area — one  at  Llanrwst,  one  at  Llangernyw, 
three  at  Colwyn  Bay,  and  one  at  Abergele. 

Efforts  have  been  made  to  control  abuses— there  has  been 
some  success  in  this  direction. 

Nursing  in  the  Home  : 

Two  district  nurses  supply  the  district.  These  nurses  are 
employed  by  the  County  Council. 

Clinics  : 

Clinics  are  provided  by  the  County  Council.  The  Clinic  is 
now  housed  in  Pentre  Mawr,  and  developments  to  the  considerable 
advantage  of  Abergele  women  and  children  are  contemplated. 

1.  Child  Welfare  : 

Pentre  Mawr,  Abergele.  Alternate  Thursdays  at  2 p.m. 
Llanddulas — Beulah  Schoolroom  on  alternate  Mondays  at 
2 p.m. 

2.  Ante-Natal  ; 

Abergele — Pentre  Mawr  at  lO-BO  a.m.  alternate  Thursdays. 

3.  Orthopaedic  : 

Colwyn  Bay  Clinic  on  alternate  Thursdays  at  11  a.m. 

4.  Tuberculosis  : 

Colwyn  Bay  Clinic  on  1st  and  3rd  Fridays  at  9-30  a.m. 
Rhyl — ordinary  clinic — Friday  9-0  to  12  noon  (26  Edward 
Henry  Street,  Rhyl). 

Re-fill  Clinic  (do.)  Fridays,  2 p.m. 

Day  Nursery  : 

There  is  no  Day  Nursery  in  the  area. 
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Tuberculosis  : 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  action  under  the  Public 
Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  which  con- 
cerns persons  engaged  in  the  Milk  Trade  who  suffer  from  Tuber- 
culosis, nor  under  Sec.  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  which 
authorises  the  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  persons  suffering 
from  tuberculosis. 


The  following  table  shows  the  age  distribution  of  new  cases 
during  the  year  : — 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases 

Deaths  during  year 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

0—  1 

1—  4 

5—  9 

. — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

10—14 

, 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



15—19 

20—24 

25—34 

. — 

3 

o 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

4 

A 

z 

z 

1 

z 

z z 

35—44 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 



45—54 

. 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 



55—64 

65  and 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— — 

upwards  ... 

Totals  

6 

5 

— 

1 

5 

1 

— — 

■ 

The  following  table  shows  the  state  of  the  Tuberculosis  Register 

on  1/1/52  and  31/12/52 

; — 

1st  January,  1952.  31st  December,  1952. 

Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary.  Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary . 

M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 


38  23  2 1 32  24  2 2 

Total  ; 64.  Total  ; 60 

It  is  interesting  that  no  case  of  tuberculosis  was  found  amongst 
children  under  fifteen  years  of  age. 

The  following  table  shows  the  work  done  by  the  Chest 
Physician  at  the  Chest  Clinics  for  Abergele  people  in  1952.  The 
fact  that  59  out  of  the  68  who  attended  were  non-tuberculous  must 
be  evidence  of  preventive  work.  I can  gladly  acknowledge  the 
efforts  at  prevention  made  and  the  co-operation  with  the  Health 
Department  in  this  work,  given  by  the  Chest  Physician  and  his  staff. 
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New  Cases  and 

contacts  examined  Pulmonary  — Non-Pulmonary  — Total 

during  the  year.  M.  F.  Boys  Girls  M.  F.  Boys  Girls  All 

(a)  Definitely 

tuberculous  B 1 — — — 1 — — 5 

(b)  Diagnosis  not 

complete  ...2  2 — — — — — — 4 

(c)  Non-tuber- 

culous  18  32  8 6 — — — — 59 

(d)  Transfer 
tuberculous 

cases — — — — — — — — — 


23  35  3 6 — 1 _ _ 68 


Number  of  attendances  at  the  Dispensary  during  1952  (old 


and  new  cases)  139 

Number  of  domicilliary  visits  during  1952  16 


The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  did  not  visit  Abergele  during  1952 
but  early  in  1953. 


Infectious  Diseases  : 

The  following  table  shows  that  there  was  considerable  incidence 
of  scarlet  fever  in  the  area  during  1952 — this  was  due  to  an  outbreak 
in  the  local  infant  school.  Other  diseases  were  few. 


No.  of  cases  notified  at 
ages — years. 


No.  of  deaths  at 
ages — years. 


Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough  

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Pneumonia  

Pulmonary  T.B 

Measles 

Erysipelas 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

Totals  


1 

14 

8 

8 

8 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

3 

6 

1 

3 

3 

6 

1 

19 

15 

2 

1 

1 

1 

5 

41 

31 

5 

9 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

4 
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Water  Supply  : 

I am  grateful  to  Mr.  J.  Round,  A.M.I.C.E.,  A.M.I.W.E., 
Engineer  and  Manager  to  the  Rhyl  U.D.C.  Water  Department,  for 
the  following  statement  ; — 

“ The  supply  for  the  whole  of  the  Rhyl  Water  Undertaking’s 
area  of  supply  (including  Abergele)  is  obtained  primarily  from  a 
gathering  ground  in  Llannefydd  Parish.  This  gathering  ground 
has  an  area  of  900  acres  and  an  average  annual  rainfall  of  80.5 
inches.  The  water  is  stored  in  two  impounding  reservoirs,  Plas 
Uchaf  (50  million  gallons)  and  Dolwen  (48  million  gallons).  The 
supply  is  augmented  during  all  but  very  wet  periods  by  pumping 
water  from  the  River  Aled  into  Plas  Uchaf  Reservoir.  In  dry 
weather,  an  adequate  flow  in  the  River  Aled  is  maintained  by 
releasing  water  from  two  other  impounding  reservoirs,  Llyn  Aled 
(375  million  gallons)  and  Aled  Isaf  (270  million  gallons). 

The  water  is  treated  at  Glascoed  Filter  Station  by  pressure 
filters  of  the  air  scour  type  using  sulphate  of  alumina  as  a coagulant 
and  sodium  carbonate  for  p.H.  correction. 

From  0.75  to  1.0  parts  per  million  of  chlorine  are  added  after 
filtration  for  final  sterilisation  of  the  water. 


Consumption  of  Water  (estimated) 


Total  monthly  Average  daily  consumption 
1952.  consumption  during  month 


January  

9,582,000  gallons 

309,000  gallons 

February  

...  10,065,000 

> > 

347,000 

y y 

March 

...  9,745,000 

f f 

314,000 

y y 

April  

...  9,782,000 

f t 

326,000 

y y 

May 

. ...  10,995,000 

} t 

355,000 

y y 

June  

...  12,206,000 

f > 

407,000 

y y 

July 

. ...  14,389,000 

> > 

464,000 

y y 

August 

. ...  14,263,000 

> > 

460,000 

y y 

September 

. ...  11,301,000 

f > 

377,000 

y y 

October 

. ...  9,981,000 

y ) 

323,000 

y y 

November 

. ...  9,572,000 

f y 

319,000 

y y 

December  

, ...  9,627,000 

y y 

310,000 

y y 

Bacteriological  Tests  of  Treated  Water 


Number  taken 91 

Number  returned  as  Class  1 (Highly  Satisfactory)  ...  91 
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Chemical  Analysis 

The  following  chemical  analysis  was  made  by  the  Counties 
Public  Health  Laboratories,  London  : — 

2nd  December,  1952. 

Appearance Clear  and  bright. 

Colour 4.000 

p.H 7.400 

Electric  Conductivity 180.000 

Chlorine  present  as  Chloride  17.000 

Hardness  : 

Total 55.000 

Carbonate 30.000 

Non  Carbonate 25.000 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 2.200 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  0.000 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 0.026 

Metals  : 

Iron 0.050 

Manganese 0.040 

Other  metals  absent. 

Turbidity  Nil 

Odour Nil. 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide  Trace 

Total  solids 120.000 

Alkalinity  as  Calcium  Carbonate  30.000 

Nitrite  Nitrogen  Absent 

Oxygen  absorbed  0.550 

Residual  Chlorine  Absent 


This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  on  the  alkaline 
side  of  neutrality,  and  free  from  metals  apart  from  negligible  traces 
of  iron  and  manganese.  The  water  is  soft  in  character  and  it 
contains  no  excess  of  salinity  or  mineral  constituents  in  solution.  It 
is  free  from  noticeable  colour  and  of  very  satisfactory  organic 
quality. 

From  the  aspect  of  the  chemical  analysis  these  results  are 
consistent  with  an  efficiently  treated  water,  pure  and  wholesome  in 
character  and  suitable  for  public  supply  purposes. 


New  Works,  Etc. 

No  major  new  works  were  completed  during  the  year. 

The  plant  for  chlorination  of  the  raw  water  prior  to  filtration, 
which  was  referred  to  in  my  letter  last  year,  is  now  working  on  a 
more  or  less  experimental  basis,  but  was  not  installed  until  1953  and, 
therefore,  should  not,  presumably,  be  referred  to  in  your  1952 
report. 

(Signed)  J.  ROUND, 

Engineer  and  Manager.” 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 

Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  Respect  of  the  Year  1952  for  the 
*Urban  District  of  Abergele  in  the  County  of  Denbigh. 
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Part  VIII  of  the  Act.  Outwork. 

(Sections  110  and  111) 

One  person  engaged  in  the  making  of  wearing  apparel  was  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


TABLE  I 


ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1952 
General  Summary 

No.  of  complaints  received  and  attended  to 75 

No.  of  inspections  for  detection  of  nuisances 341 

No.  of  re-visits  in  connection  with  nuisances 184 

No.  of  nuisances  abated 39 

No.  of  nuisances  not  abated  but  work  in  hand 20 

No.  of  Informal  notices  served  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances  44 

No.  of  Formal  notices  served  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances  ...  Nil 

No.  of  visits  re  Moveable  Dwellings  and  Camping  Sites 315 

No.  of  enquiries  re  Infectious  Diseases 24 

No.  of  visits  to  slaughterhouse 51 

No.  of  visits  to  premises  where  food  is  prepared  and  sold 106 

No.  of  visits  to  Ice  Cream  Shops 92 

No.  of  samples  taken  of  Ice  Cream 58 

No.  of  visits  re  Milk  Control 127 

No.  of  samples  taken  of  Milk  Supply 70 

No.  of  visits  re  Water  Supply 54 

No.  of  Water  Samples  collected 30 

No.  of  visits  re  Rodent  Control 48 

No.  of  Inspections  of  Factories 9 

No.  of  Miscellaneous  visits 62 

No.  of  Interviews 295 

No.  of  visits  re  Shops  Acts 11 

TABLE  II 
Sanitary  Defects 

No.  of  Defective  or  choked  drains 23 

No.  of  Defective  W.C.  accommodation  and  Sanitary  fittings  ...  5 

No.  of  Defects  in  water  supply  fittings 4 

No.  of  Defective  Pails,  or  absence  of  pails 1 

No.  of  Dilapidated  refuse  bins,  or  absence  of  bins 3 

No.  of  Defective  roofs  and  chimney  stacks 8 

No.  of  Defective  rainwater  fittings 7 

No.  of  Damp  conditions  in  houses 7 

No.  of  Miscellaneous  nuisances 31 


TABLE  III 


Housing  Statistics 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  houses  during  the  year. 

(a)  Total  number  of  Dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  and  Housing 
Acts) 68 

(b)  Number  of  Dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation 6 

(c)  Number  of  Dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  that  referred 

to  under  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  fit  for  human  habitation 43 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 
Formal  Notice. 

Number  of  Dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 


consequence  of  informal  action 27 

3.  Action  under  statutory  powers  during  the  year. 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  formal  notices 
under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  Nil 

4.  Demolition  as  a result  of  informal  action. 

Number  of  individually  unfit  houses  demolished  by 
the  owners 1 

5.  Number  of  premises  demolished  as  a result  of  formal 

action  under  Section  1 1 of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  4 

6.  Number  of  premises  in  respect  of  which  Undertakings  were 

accepted  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  10 


HOUSING 

It  is  generally  accepted  that  housing  conditions  have  a most 
important  bearing  on  the  health  of  the  people,  and  the  housing 
position  in  our  area  is  without  doubt  one  of  the  major  problems 
facing  the  Council. 

The  problem  can  only  be  solved  by  the  building  of  more  houses, 
both  by  private  individuals  and  by  the  Council.  It  is  true  that 
numerous  housing  schemes  have,  during  the  year  1952,  been  dis- 
cussed by  the  Council,  but  in  actual  fact,  little  practical  progress 
has  been  made.  The  chief  obstacle  has  been  the  ditficulty  of  sewage 
disposal.  This  obstacle,  as  far  as  it  affects  the  Towyn  and  Kinmel 
Bay  areas,  has  for  many  years  been  occupying  the  Council’s  atten- 
tion, and  only  now  can  we  see  what  we  hope  are  unmistakable 
signs  of  practical  progress. 
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It  is  probably  due  to  the  complete  lack  of  house  building  by 
the  Council  in  the  Kinmel  Bay  area  that  so  many  of  the  residents 
have  applied  for  Rhyl  Council  houses.  At  least  seventy  such  appli- 
cations were  known  by  the  end  of  1952,  as  these  had  all  been  visited 
by  me  to  obtain  the  necessary  information  for  consideration  by 
the  Rhyl  Council. 

The  hold-up  of  the  Sydenham  Avenue  Housing  Scheme,  due 
to  the  inadequate  sewage  disposal  facilities  at  Pensarn,  is  a major 
housing  tragedy,  as  it  means  that  many  families  must  inSvitably 
remain  for  a longer  period  in  worn-out  and  insanitary  houses. 
There  are  at  least  one-hundred-and-fifty  houses  which  should  be 
dealt  with  by  Clearance  Area  procedure  at  the  earliest  possible  date, 
and  the  Council  should  satisfy  itself  that  sufficient  sites  have  been 
acquired  on  which  to  build  houses  for  the  occupants  of  these  unfit 
houses. 

Pressure  is  being  brought  to  bear  on  the  Council  by  the  Ministry 
to  hand  back  to  the  Owners  all  requisitioned  houses.  This  can  only 
be  done  by  first  re-housing  the  occupants.  In  many  cases  the 
conditions  obtaining  in  these  requisitioned  houses  are  most  unsatis- 
factory. Many  were  requisitioned  during  the  early  years  of  the  war 
as  a temporary  measure.  Their  occupation  for  such  a long  period 
of  time  was  never  intended,  and  they  present  peculiar  difficulties 
with  regard  to  maintenance  in  a proper  state  of  repair. 

In  many  cases  houses  originally  built  as  boarding  houses  have 
now  become  permanently  occupied  by  several  families.  Proper 
conversion  into  self-contained  flats  has  not  taken  place,  except  in 
the  case  of  property  actually  owned  by  the  Council.  The  conditions 
obtaining  in  these  houses  vary  considerably.  I am  of  the  opinion 
that  uniformity  and  satisfactory  standards  of  accommodation  in 
such  sub-let  houses  can  only  be  obtained  by  the  Council’s  possession 
of  specific  Bye-laws  for  the  purpose.  I am  aware  that  this  problem 
is  being  faced  by  many  Councils.  It  is  encouraging  to  note  that 
the  Ministry  is  proceeding  with  revised  Model  Bye-laws  for  houses 
let  in  lodgings,  and  it  is  recommended  that  Bye-laws  for  this  purpose 
be  adopted  at  the  earliest  practicable  time. 

There  is  one  housing  problem  which  affects  this  area  to  an 
extent  which  is  probably  not  experienced  in  any  other  district,  and 
that  is  the  occupation  of  hut  dwellings.  Huts  are  erected  and 
occupied  without  the  Council’s  consent  ; poultry  sheds,  garages 
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and  the  like  are  converted  for  use  as  dwellings  without  prior  notice 
to  the  Council  of  the  “ material  change  ” as  defined  in  the  Public 
Health  Act  and  the  Council’s  Building  Bye-laws.  Once  the  use  is 
established,  many  difficulties  have  to  be  contended  with  in  trying 
to  solve  the  problem.  As  evidence  that  the  Council  is  aware  of,  and 
determined  to  deal  with  this  problem,  is  the  fact  that  ten  of  the 
twenty  new  Council  houses  in  Towyn  were  used  to  re-house  the 
occupiers  of  hut  dwellings.  Steps  were  taken  to  prevent  the  re- 
occupation  of  these  huts  by  the  serving  of  demolition  orders  or  the 
acceptance  of  undertakings  that  they  would  not  be  used  for 
habitation. 

In  some  cases  these  huts  were  of  extremely  rough  construction, 
and  conditions  were  indeed  squalid.  In  one  case  successful  proceed- 
ings were  taken  in  the  Court  in  respect  of  the  unauthorised  con- 
version of  a garage  for  use  for  summer  habitation. 

The  continued  restriction  on  the  rents  of  “ controlled  ” houses 
has  again  meant  the  adoption  of  the  policy  of  merely  maintaining 
them  in  a wind  and  weather-proof  condition  and  free  from  serious 
nuisance. 

It  is  quite  obvious  that  housing  conditions  in  our  area  will 
remain  a problem  for  a very  long  time. 

CONTROL  OF  CAMPING  SITES 

It  has  been  recognised  by  the  Council  and  also  by  the  Planning 
Authority  that  there  is  a very  heavy  demand  for  sites  for  caravans 
in  the  coastal  part  of  our  area.  Accordingly  about  two  hundred 
acres  of  land  have  provisionally  been  zoned  for  camping  purposes. 
The  major  portion  of  these  camping  zones  is  already  developed, 
while  we  also  find  camping  established  outside  the  zones.  The 
remedy  for  this  latter  feature  of  the  camping  industry  lies  in  the 
hands  of  the  Planning  Authority.  The  amount  of  compensation 
required  is,  however,  so  formidable  that  for  the  time  being  the  sites 
which  are  situated  outside  the  camping  zones  will  have  to  be 
tolerated. 

To  deal  adequately  with  the  camping  activities  which  thrive  in 
our  area,  there  must,  first  of  all,  be  a full  appreciation  of  their  needs. 
Provision  must  be  made  for  the  proper  disposal  of  all  waste  matters, 
i.c.,  refuse  and  sewage.  Failure  to  make  adequate  provision  must 
result  in  a lowered  standard  of  environmental  hygiene  and  so 
constitute  a potential  danger  to  health. 
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The  problem  of  refuse  collection  and  disposal  in  connection 
with  the  camping  sites  is  one  which  during  the  months  of  June  to 
September  imposes  a very  heavy  task  on  the  Council’s  refuse  service. 
The  composition  of  camp  refuse  is  such  that  collection  must  be 
frequent,  while  at  the  same  time  disposal  is  more  than  difficult. 
Camp  refuse  consists  of  soiled  food  wrappers,  usually  containing 
wet  food  scraps,  empty  food  tins  and  jars.  The  paper  content  is 
very  high,  but  the  paper  is  unsuitable  for  salvage,  being  inter- 
mingled with  food  scraps  and  the  like.  The  campers  have  no 
facilities  to  do  what  most  householders  would  do  as  they  have  no 
firegrates  and  cannot  burn  such  waste.  To  dispose  of  such  refuse 
at  the  tip  is  a task,  the  satisfactory  solution  of  which  has  not  yet 
been  found. 

The  Council  is  well  aware  of  the  nuisances  caused  because  of 
inadequate  arrangements  for  sewage  disposal  on  the  camping  sites. 
I am  convinced  that  where  heavy  camping  development  has  taken 
place,  the  only  satisfactory  remedy  is  the  provision  of  a main 
sewerage  scheme.  There  are  areas  of  such  development  known  to 
the  Council,  which  are  not  yet  included  in  any  proposed  sewerage 
scheme.  The  ideal  to  which  we  all  look  forward  can  never  be 
achieved  while  such  a position  remains. 

No  new  permanent  camping  site  came  into  use  during  the 
year.  Applications  for  camping  site  licences  were  refused  because 
of  difficulties  regarding  sewage  disposal.  In  addition,  when  an 
appeal  against  a planning  refusal  was  heard,  evidence  in  support  of 
the  Planning  Authority’s  refusal  was  given  and  the  appeal  was 
dismissed. 

Successful  proceedings  were  brought  against  the  owner  of  an 
unlicensed  site  for  allowing  it  to  be  used  for  camping  purposes  for 
a period  of  time  exceeding  that  permitted  by  the  Public  Health 
Act.  The  maximum  penalty  of  £5  was  imposed,  but  this  would 
seem  to  be  an  inadequate  deterrent,  as  in  such  a case  it  is  obviously 
profitable  to  break  the  law. 

It  is  considered  that  the  powers  given  to  a local  authority  by 
Section  260  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1036,  leave  much  to  be 
desired.  This  problem  was  discussed  at  the  Annual  Conference  of 
the  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Association,  when  I took  the  opportunity 
to  tell  the  Conference  of  some  of  our  camping  problems.  The 
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Conference  resolved  to  invite  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  to  hold  an  inquiry  into  all  aspects  of  the  problem  with 
a view  to  improving  legislative  control. 

As  a measure  to  improve  the  standard  of  camping,  a request 
has  been  made  to  all  camp  proprietors  to  remove  from  their  sites  all 
discarded  vehicle  bodies  and  sub-standard  dwellings,  and  also  to 
discourage  the  permanent  occupation  of  dwellings. 

The  siting  of  caravans  on  land  attached  to  dwelling  houses  has 
occasioned  concern.  Control  in  such  cases  is  difficult,  and  there 
have  been  frequent  consultations  with  the  Planning  Authority  in 
this  connection. 

It  is  understood  that  the  Planning  Authority  have  schemes  in 
preparation  in  connection  with  the  camping  development  in  our 
area. 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

While  the  urgent  needs  of  the  Towyn  and  Kinmel  Bay  areas 
remain  the  Council’s  major  sewage  disposal  problem,  the  inadequacy 
of  the  sewage  disposal  facilities  at  Pensarn  to  deal  with  the  proposed 
Sydenham  Avenue  housing  scheme  is  also  a matter  of  great 
concern. 

In  the  Abergele  town  area  there  are  a small  number  of  isolated 
areas  not  yet  served  by  the  main  sewer.  Consideration  has  already 
been  given  to  the  extension  of  the  sewer  in  the  St.  George  Road 
area.  The  group  of  houses  in  the  Llanfair  Road  area,  in  the 
vicinity  of  Bryn  Aber,  are  not  sewered.  More  development  is 
taking  place  in  this  area,  and  if  this  is  continued  it  may  soon  be 
an  economical  proposition  to  provide  sewerage  facilities. 

A sewage  disposal  works  is  being  constructed  to  serve  the 
existing  and  proposed  houses  in  the  Bodtegwel  group.  It  is 
regretted  that  no  decision  has  yet  been  reached  to  provide  sewerage 
facilities  for  the  village  of  St.  George,  although  proposals  are  in 
being  to  provide  a works  for  the  school  premises.  Such  provision 
at  the  school  is  long  overdue,  and  it  was  hoped  that  joint  action  by 
the  Education  Authority,  the  owners  of  the  Kinmel  Estate  and  the 
Council  would  result  in  a scheme  to  serve  the  whole  village.  A 
request  for  such  joint  action  was  received  by  the  Council  from  the 
Agents  for  the  Estate.  A main  water  supply  is  available  in  the 
village  of  St.  George,  and  the  provision  of  a sewerage  scheme  would 
enable  the  effecting  of  many  improvements. 


A large  proportion  of  the  Llanddulas  village  is  sewered.  One 
group  of  houses  is  at  too  low  a level  to  be  sewered  by  gravity  into  the 
existing  works  in  the  village.  The  facilities  in  the  Llanddulas 
Quarries  area  are  inadequate,  and  no  doubt  this  matter  will  soon 
be  dealt  with  by  the  Council. 

The  position  in  Towyn  and  Kinmel  Bay  is  too  well  known  to 
describe  in  detail.  Serious,  if  localised,  nuisances  exist  in  the 
Towyn  village  in  connection  with  business  premises,  particularly 
food  preparing  premises  where  large  volumes  of  water  must  be 
used.  The  obstruction  of  the  polluted  ditches  further  aggravates 
the  nuisances.  Great  vigilance  will  be  necessary  when  the  foul 
and  surface  water  sewers  are  provided  to  ensure  the  correct  con- 
nections, as  failure  in  this  matter  will  prejudice  the  success  of  the 
schemes. 

Once  again,  I feel  it  my  duty  to  refer  to  the  areas  now  carrying 
heavy  camping  development  which  lie  outside  the  areas  to  be  served 
by  the  sewerage  schemes. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

The  Council’s  proposals  to  erect  public  conveniences  in  Towyn 
and  Kinmel  Bay  could  not,  unfortunately,  be  carried  out  in  time 
for  the  holiday  season.  By  the  end  of  the  year,  however,  sufficient 
progress  had  been  made  to  ensure  that  these  amenities  would  be 
available  for  the  1953  season. 

The  Llanddulas  beach  appears  to  be  attracting  an  increasing 
number  of  visitors,  and  the  time<is  opportune  for  steps  to  be  taken 
to  provide  suitable  facilities  there. 

The  increasing  amount  of  land  which  is  becoming  available  at 
Beach  House,  Llanddulas,  for  the  parking  of  cars  is  also  resulting 
in  appreciable  numbers  of  visitors  to  that  portion  of  our  foreshore. 
As  development  continues,  the  Council  will,  no  doubt,  also  give 
consideration  to  the  provision  of  public  conveniences  there. 

RODENT  CONTROL 

The  negotiations  with  the  Aled  Rural  District  Council  which  were 
initiated  in  1952  with  regard  to  the  appointment  of  a whole-time 
rodent  operator  were  finally  successfully  concluded. 

On  1st  July,  1953,  the  operator  appointed  commenced  duties, 
each  Authority  bearing  the  cost  of  his  services  when  he  was  engaged 
in  its  area.  The  scheme  operated  smoothly  and  to  the  satisfaction 
of  both  employing  Authorities  and  the  Divisional  Rodent  Operator. 

As  a 50%  grant  on  net  expenditure  is  made  by  the  Ministry, 
the  direct  charge  to  the  Rates  is  small. 
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SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

During  the  year  only  one  complaint  of  smoke  nuisance  was 
received.  Upon  investigation  at  the  factory  it  was  found  that  the 
boiler  in  use  was  an  old  Galloway  type,  with  cross  tubes  in  the  main 
Hues.  Unless  great  care  is  exercised  in  firing  this  type  of  boiler, 
the  risk  of  smoke  emission  is  considerable.  By  co-operation  with 
the  management  and  fireman,  further  complaint  was  avoided. 

FACTORIES 

As  will  be  seen  from  perusing  the  statutory  return  there  are 
twenty-nine  power  and  ten  non-power  factories  in  the  Urban  area. 
During  the  year  no  complaint  of  insanitary  conditions  was  received. 
In  one  case  a certificate  as  to  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  was 
issued,  while  in  several  other  cases  it  was  found  that  such  certificates 
were  not  necessary.  Acknowledgment  is  made  of  the  co-operation 
and  advice  received  from  the  officers  of  the  Denbighshire  and 
Montgomeryshire  Joint  Fire  Service  in  this  connection. 

SHOPS  ACT  ADMINISTRATION 

The  only  item  of  note  in  connection  with  the  administration 
of  the  Shops  Act  was  the  receipt  by  the  Council  of  a request  on 
behalf  of  certain  proprietors  of  fried  fish  and  chip  shops  that  an 
Order  be  made  which  would  permit  the  retail  sale  on  Sundays  of 
fried  fish  and  chips.  The  Council  decided  to  refuse  this  request. 

FOOD  INSPECTION 

It  will  be  observed  by  perusing  the  accompanying  tables  that 
the  number  of  animals  dealt  with  at  the  slaughterhouse  during  the 
year  1952  was  very  small.  This  was  due  to  the  closing  of  the 
slaughterhouse  on  the  15th  March,  1952,  on  account  of  the  defective 
condition  of  the  equipment.  The  premises  remained  closed  until 
after  the  31st  December,  although  considerable  effort  had  been  made 
by  the  Council  to  secure  its  re-opening.  By  the  end  of  the  year, 
however,  assurances  had  been  received  that  the  premises  would  be 
re-opened  on  completion  of  the  necessary  repairs  and  renewals. 

During  the  few  weeks  that  slaughtering  was  taking  place,  my 
duties  of  meat  inspection  were  again  carried  out  in  an  atmosphere 
of  co-operation  and  assistance  from  the  manager  and  slaughtermen. 
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It  is  very  satisfactory  to  report  that  all  thirty  samples  of  public 
water  supply  were  reported  on  by  the  Bacteriologist  as  being  “Class 
1 — Highly  Satisfactory.’’  These  samples  were  made  up  as  follows  ; 

Glyn  Lws — Abergele  U.D.C 21 


Rhyl  U.D.C 8 

Colwyn  Bay  Borough  1 


As  evidence  of  the  satisfactory  standard  of  milk  distribution 
throughout  the  year,  I am  able  to  report  that  all  samples  of 
designated  milks  were  found  to  satisfy  the  prescribed  tests.  The 
samples  were  made  up  as  follows  : 


Pasteurised 40 

Tuberculin  Tested 3 

Sterilised 1 

Accredited  3 


Total  47 


These  samples  were  taken  from  retailers  engaged  on  their 
delivery  rounds  and  from  the  schools. 

In  addition  nineteen  samples  of  raw  milks  which  are  retailed 
in  the  area  were  examined  by  the  biological  test  for  tubercle 
organisms.  It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  all  gave  a negative  result. 

During  the  summer  season  frequent  visits  were  made  to 
premises  where  ice  cream  was  retailed,  and  fifty-eight  samples  were 
collected.  The  following  table  shows  the  bacteriological  grading  of 


these  samples  : 

Grade  1 39 

Grade  2 15 

Grade  3 2 

Grade  4 2 


This  grading  showed  a marked  improvement  on  previous  years, 
thus  giving  a certain  amount  of  satisfaction. 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


Number  Killed  

Number  Inspected  ... 


Cattle 

Sheep 

excluding 

Cows 

Calves 

and 

Cows 

Lambs 

Pigs 

30 

33 

28 

502 

57 

30 

33 

28 

502 

57 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis. 


Whole  carcases  con- 
demned   Nil  1 3 22  1 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned   8 22  Nil  56  4 


Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 

Tuberculosis  27%  70%  11%  15%  9% 


Tuberculosis  only. 


Whole  carcases  con- 
demned   1 Nil  Nil  Nil  Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned   Nil  1 Nil  Nil  5 

Percentage  of  the  number 

inspected  3%  3%  Nil  Nil  9% 
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DETAILS  OF  MEAT  CONDEMNED  AT  THE  ABATTOIR 
Beef  : 

(a)  Complete  Carcases  : — 

lbs. 

Cows — Generalised  Tuberculosis Nil 


1 Cow — Other  Diseases  630 

1 Ox. — Generalised  Tuberculosis  390 

Oxen — Other  Diseases Nil 

(b)  Part  Carcases  and  Organs 

1 Cow — Localised  Tuberculosis 30 

22  Cows — Other  Diseases 300 

Oxen — Localised  Tuberculosis Nil 

8 Oxen — Other  Diseases 96 


Pork  ; 

(a)  Complete  Carcases  : — 


Pigs — Generalised  Tuberculosis Nil 

1 Pig — Other  Diseases 230 

(b)  Part  Carcases  and  Organs  : — 

5 Heads — Localised  Tuberculosis 50 

4 Parts — Other  Diseases i 59 


Veal  : 

3 Complete  Calf  Carcases 240 

Part  Carcases  and  Organs Nil 


(All.  non-Tubercular  Conditions) 


Mutton  and  Lamb  : 


22  Complete  Sheep  Carcases 747 

56  Part  Carcases  and  Organs 200 

(All  non-Tubercular  conditions) 

Total  weight  condemned 1 ton,  6 cwts.,  2 qrs.,  4 lbs. 

OTHER  FOODS  CONDEMNED 


lbs. 

Canned  Fruit 911 

Canned  Vegetables  624 

Canned  Milk 452 

Canned  Meat 856 

Canned  Soup  346 

Canned  Fish  29 

Dried  Fruit  57 

Cheese 45 

Bacon 74 

Wet  Fish  70 

Cornflour 32 

Oatcakes 9 

Beef 129 


Total  weight  condemned  ; 1 ton,  12  cwts.,  1 qr.,  22  lbs. 


